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FAREWELL ADDRESS TO THE GLARNESE EMIGRANTS
BOUND FOR NEW GLARUS, APRIL 16, 1845*

Caspar Jenny
Dearest Fellow-Citizens!
What our forefathers, who now rest in God, tried about 130 years ago,
namely to organi7.e an emigration of Glarnese people, has now after many efforts
become a reality in the fifth decade of the nineteenth century. On the 16th of
April 1845, 196 citizens are leaving the homeland that is so dear to all of us,
to seek under the guidance of the Emigration Society, which was founded in the
year 1844, a new fatherland across the Atlantic Ocean. In order to safeguard all
the best interests of the emigrants, the committee has seen fit to appoint two men
who are to be in the position of supervising and guiding this important
undertaking during the whole voyage. On behalf of the commission I hand over
to them in writing the important duties which they are to fulfill. Dear fellowcitizens about to depart from the fatherland, cooperate with them in confidence,
respect and love so that their work may not be burdened without need.

* Source: Leo Schelbert, ed., New Glarus 1845-1970.

The Making of a

Swiss American Town (Glarus: Tschudi, 1970), pp. 15-18.
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Grave and solemn, dear fellow-citizens, is this hour of parting and no eyes
are without tears, and there is not one amongst us who would not wish to bestow
a worthy gift on the dear citizens about to leave their native soil. In the name of
the Glarnese fatherland, in the name of the committee, I wish to impart to those
who are leaving the following three national virtues of the Swiss and the Glarnese
- national virtues which for centuries have welled up from the inner most depths
of our people and which history has sanctified:
The first of these virtues is diligence, indefatigable energy, and eagerness
for work.
Behold our small country and ask yourselves: who is it that has changed
this valley - so niggardly endowed by nature, where cultivation has to be wrested
step by step from the wild elements - into a pleasant abode for thinking beings?

Is it not the active diligence, the indefatigable energy of its inhabitants? Yes,
dearest fellow-citizens, many and great things have been accomplished in this
small space by our forefathers and by ourselves as well. Hardly is there any spot
in valley and -mountain which does not give testimony to the expression of the
most lively diligence of our people. Only regard the cliffs and ledges of our
mountains where the daring mower in dizzying heights deprives the slender
mountain goat of the sparse growth of grass. Again look at the valley, behold the
soil on which we stand and the whole wide expanse of land, what was it just a
few decades ago - a morass exuding death and decay, a wide lake which was
traversed by laden ships, and now it is transformed into fertile, lush meadowland
-- all this the work of diligent human hands. Diligence and eagerness for work,
these two glorious national virtues of the Glarnese, take them with you, dear
departing fellow citizens, into your new fatherland, practice them there with all
your might and the fruits of your labor will not fail to reward you.
Together with the national virtue of diligence, dear departing sons and
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daughters of the fatherland, I also wish, secondly, to impart to you the virtue of
harmony, peace and brotherly love.
Direct your eyes towards the forests, soon to become green, which adorn
the edges of our mountains; over there break a slender twig and hand it to the
smallest among the dear little ones who are standing here, how soon it

~

be

broken! - however, cut several twigs, tie them in a tight bundle, hand them to
the strongest lad, and then you will observe that all efforts at breaking them are
quite in vain. This, dear emigrants, may give you a vivid picture of the strength
that lies hidden in the virtue of harmony. In the new homeland may the strong
be a stout support of the weak! May each profit by his talents of reason, learning
and knowledge, but may he profit not just for himself alone, but for all.
However, not only the virtues of diligence and harmony were practiced
by our fathers; they also knew a third, namely that of an unshakable trust in
Providence. Yes, it was practiced by our worthy forefathers, the excellent virtue
of an unshakable trust in God at every hour of need and death; it was practiced
by those venerable founders of national industrial and commercial greatness when
they visited almost two centuries ago, with slate and with tea from succulent
alpine plants, the near and far countries of our continent.
Dearest departing fellow-citizens, do not ever believe that across the great
ocean there will be no more tears of sorrow; wherever we walk under the sun,
happiness and unhappiness dwell close to each other, and the cup of joy and
misery goes round and round from one mortal to the other in this arena full of
changes and transformations. Great is the venture that you are entering upon, but
do not therefore be disheartened! Lift up your eyes as our fathers did, trust in
him who is enthroned above the stars, and be secure in the knowledge that his
clemency and grace manifest themselves to the frail mortal not only here at the
foot of the beautiful alpine mountain range, but that also in the primeval forests
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of North America the Father-of-all rules and provides, comforts and gives
strength.
Therefore enshrine in your hearts the three national virtues of the Swiss
and Glarnese, namely diligence, harmony, and unshakable trust in God; carry
them across the great ocean and practice them in the new fatherland with courage,
perseverance and firm purpose, and all will go well. But above all take good
care of the many dear little ones that none of them shall perish.
And now, dearest departing fellow-citizens, in the name of the dear
Glarnese fatherland and the Emigration Society, here on the last piece of home
soil on which you will stand, receive then from my humble mouth the final
parting word. May Heaven guide your every step, may it provide you in your
new homeland with a strength of will that surmounts all adversities! May the
spirit of harmony, peace and brotherly love dwell amongst you at all times! May
this first Glarnese settlement in the New World be a true nurturing ground for
humanity! May Providence who guides us all, crown all your endeavors and
works with richest blessings!

-- Dear sons and daughters of the fatherland,

farewell to all of you!
The emigrants shook hands with each one of those present. Solemn was
the hour of parting, deep the emotion, few eyes were without tears.
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